
Out of the Office, Into the World

Time away is a gift.

I’ve been away for a couple weeks in June and now the beginning of July.
Two weeks of vacation and two weeks of continuing education. I’ve never
done it like this before, so I think it’s important to share what I’m doing.

Deacon Jessie will lead worship while I'm gone. As you know, she is gifted,
grounded, and ready. My being away gives you an opportunity to hear from
her and know her in a new way.

As for me: I think learning is important. I learn best by experiencing the
world, seeing God at work in all kinds of places. One week I'm serving as a
guest pastor at a summer camp in Michigan, where my son is on staff as a
counselor. I wanted to take the opportunity to help the camp and maybe
get a couple moments to see my son in his role. It's ministry in a completely
different way: kids, campfires, and the Gospel in a setting that is different
from Grace. I hope it inspires me to see a hopeful future in the church as I
watch these young folks in action.

The second continuing education week I'm spending with creative people,
studying how they think, how they process the world, how they make things
that matter. Creativity isn't a hobby for me. It feeds how I preach, how I lead,
and how I see God moving in unexpected places. I’ve always seen that
Investing in being creative is two fold: it deepens my creative process and
let’s me bring back ideas and thoughts for Grace.

Here's what I want you to know: a church that can thrive for a month
without its pastor is a healthy church. Grace is healthy. For that, we are
blessed to be in this together. 

See you mid July-

Pastor Shane
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Deacon JessieDeacon JessieDeacon Jessie
   This summer, our sermon series is centered on the stories found in the Spark Children’s
bible. Children’s bibles are always so fun: the art they include and the ways they frame
these stories give an element of childlike wonder that too often gets lost as we grow older.
While written to be accessible to children, story bibles and other children’s resources have
much to offer to the adult reader, too.  

     Don’t believe me? Next Sunday, go ahead and flip through the story bible in the pew. In
the table of contents, you might find stories you aren’t so familiar with, like the stories of
Deborah, Hannah, Elijah, Elisha, Tabitha, or Lydia. Read up on them! Learn about who these
people are and the vital role they all play in God’s mission for the world.  

    Our normal, adult bibles also don’t often give us the details our modern ears crave. The
biblical writers leave things like people’s emotions and tone of voice out. Children’s bibles,
though? They paint these characters in a way that helps bring them to life. King
Nebuchadnezzar gets so angry his face turns purple; Jeremiah is shaking because he is
nervous; a man who is healed shouts his praises to Jesus so loudly that the birds flew off
the trees. 

    Sometimes people think I’m kidding when I tell them the bible can actually be really
exciting. It’s exciting because there are so many of these stories that give us an opportunity
to use our imaginations, to actually humanize the people on the page. These stories are
made to be spoken aloud: they are made to be told. The bible is full of real people, with real
emotions, and with real reactions. I find the children’s bibles can help remind us of that fact.  

Blessings to you as you continually explore the Word with that childlike wonder. 
Deacon Jessie 



Gifts of LoveGifts of LoveGifts of Love
Altar Guild
Altar Flowers Given In Memory Of:
Lu Ryan given by Faith Ryan

Backpack Food Program
 

Gift Given By:
Kent Jasperson
Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
 
Baby Kits
Gift Given By:
Wendi Schmidt
Don & Melody Munden

Ball Scholarship
In Memory Of:
Jason Westcott given by Bob Ball &
Laura McKibben

Building Fund
In Memory Of:
Donnie & Pat Johnson given by Debbie
Christensen

Gift Given By:
Kent Jasperson

Kitchen Remodeling Fund
In Honor Of:
Joan Holt on her birthday given by
John Holt

Gift Given By:
Greg & Marsha Smith
David & Jeanne Lundak
Dale & Dorothy Baldwin

LOVE
In Memory Of:
LaVerne Hauge given by Dell & June Claussen

In Honor Of:
Father’s Day given by Mary Harriman

Gift Given By:
Shari Van Wey

Remember your
coins for Sunday’s
noisy offering!
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Fair Trade Coffee
We will be selling coffee before and
immediately following worship service
on Sunday, July 5, 2026.

Prayer Garden
In Memory Of:
Clifford Engbretson, Happy Father’s Day, dad, given
by Jason & Dayna Saltou
Butch Harves given by Kent Jasperson
Loved ones given by Mary Harriman

Prayer Shawl
In Memory Of:
Donnie & Pat Johnson given by Debbie Christensen

Youth Ministry
In Memory Of:
Sue Barber given by Stephen & Mary LaBelle
Sue Barber given by Bill Barber
Sue Barber given by Jerry & Gerry Vogt

PLEASE NOTE that any additional "Gifts of Love"
recorded by the church office after 

June 15, 2026 will appear in the next issue.
 If you have given a gift and your name has not

been recorded, please call 507-373-6496.
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Church Council MinutesChurch Council MinutesChurch Council Minutes (continued on page 5)

June 9, 2026
Present at meeting:

Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp,
Doreen Pontow, Jerry Dahl, Gerry Vogt,
JD Carlson, Adele Rosnow, Robert Jacobson,
Philip Lonneman, Erica Samp, Cleo Moller,
Jennifer Zoller, Dave Drommerhausen

Opening Devotions (Gerry Vogt):
Devotion centered around trusting God in
storms, that He will guide us safely into the
harbor. From Acts 27, “...for many days and the
storm continued raging... But now I urge you to
keep up your courage, because not one of you
will be lost...” and from James 1:2-3, “Consider it
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance.” 

Approval of May Council Minutes
Motion made by: Robert Jacobson
Seconded by: Erica Samp
Approved

Approval of June Council Agenda
Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
Seconded by: Robert Jacobson
Approved

Continued on page 5

Open Forum: None

Financial Report (Dave Drommerhausen):                                                         
Year-to-date (through May, five months)
extrapolated budget: $268,000; actual
spending: $264,000 — essentially at budget
target
Moving from heating season into cooling
season may create variable future months;
team will monitor summer cooling bills
Cash flow is being actively managed; no
unexpected “white elephants” in the budget
were identified

Motion made by: JD Carlson
Seconded by: Jerry Dahl
Approved

Program stable but menu adjustment planned
to diversify entrées
Hawthorne-specific fund remains healthy;
giving has covered shared expenses with Zion
School social workers will provide updated
enrollment and need-based information for the
upcoming school year
Fiscal year for the FFB program closes June 30
and resets July 1

Food For Backpacks (Dave Drommerhausen):                   

Discussion regarding the ramp behind the
stairs next to the kitchen; location makes
usage difficult. The boiler room door on the
west wall cannot be blocked nor relocated, so
plans for another solution for the ramp will be
explored.
A request was made recently to Pastor Shane
regarding updating/replacing the lighting in
the Narthex. The concrete ceiling will call for
contracted work, not just a fixture swap.
Project exploration to take place; Darin
LaFrance has begun some initial legwork on
the scope of the project.

New Business:                                                              

Old Business (Pastor Shane):
Kitchen remodel & Fundraiser Updates 

Kitchen construction reported 95-96%
complete; a few cabinets/drawer inserts and
trim plus a table base remain outstanding
(tabletop is complete and on site)
 Status of Kitchen Campaign and budget:

Appreciation for a contribution donated
after the recent Blessing of the Kitchen
Remaining contractor bills are expected
to be minimal, tied to electrical/AC
hookups for the Chapel and Youth Room
units

Youth Room unit also has a drying
feature as this area is typically damp

All told, the budget landed around $3-5k
over
We have until the end of the calendar
year to raise remaining funds
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Church Council MinutesChurch Council MinutesChurch Council Minutes (continued from page 4)

Next meeting: July 14, 2026, at 6:30 pm in the
Fireside Room
Adjournment: 
7:17 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Zoller
Grace Lutheran Council Secretary

Kudos to Pastor Shane’s and Deacon Jessie’s
synergy and collaborative approach to church
leadership
Appreciation for Melody Munden and Jane Smith,
for their dedicated upkeep of the landscaping
and garden spaces surrounding Grace
Additional kudos to Melody Munden and Jane
Smith, for organizing and labeling the new kitchen
and storage spaces

Roundtable: 

Prayers:
For Council members’ service and stewardship;
for the health and safety of our congregation,
and those embarking on summer travels.

Pastor Shane:
Pastor Shane will be out of office June 15-July 17
(vacation + Continuing Education)

Worship to be presided over by Deacon Jessie;
Communion by retired pastor Joel Erickson
A substitute pastor will serve on Sunday, July 5

Sound-absorbing panels have been installed in
the Chapel
Reminder of Wednesday Worship at Central Park
during the summer, 6:30pm 

Reports:

Deacon Jessie:
God’s Global Barnyard

Around $1,200 has been raised through Noisy
Offering that we will utilize to purchase farm
animals for families in need worldwide
Vote in the Sanctuary, through the end of June,
for which animals to purchase; choices will be
announced on July 12

Grades PreK-6:
Vacation Bible School (VBS)

June 15, 16, 17 from 1:00-5:00pm @
Edgewater Bay Pavilion
Hosted by Grace and First, open to kids
from area churches
Theme is Tree of Healing (ELCA World
Hunger material)

Grades 6-12:
Summer Bonfires & Yard Games

June 11, July 9, August 13 from 8:00-9:00pm
@ Grace Prayer Garden

Grace in Action (community outreach)
9:00 am-12 pm, meet @ Grace
June 18: Learn about food insecurity and
how Jesus tells us to feed people; shop for
donations for  the Little Free Pantry at The
Homestead Boutique
July 16: Trail cleanup at Myre-Big Island
State Park

Summer Youth Trip
July 27-31; staying at an Airbnb in Duluth;
combination of indoor and outdoor activities,
exploration, faith formation and fellowship with
11 of our Grace Youth
Remaining pre-trip meeting dates are June 21
and July 12
Trisha Whelan and Deacon Jessie to serve as
adult leaders

Altar Guild:
None

Committee Reports:

Visitation:
None

Youth Ministry:
See Deacon Jessie’s report

Building, Equipment & Grounds:
Explore solutions for south/east entrance

      outdoor steps, as they can be difficult to climb

Sunday School:
None

Music:
None

Library:
None

Mission:
None

Scholarship:
Committee will meet mid-July to develop a
policy for creating new scholarships

Personnel:
None
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“ I have no greater joy than this, to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”
3 John 1:4

Faith was planted, friendships were strengthened, and lots of fun was
shared during Tree of Healing VBS! Thank you to the volunteers, families,
and partner churches who made this week possible. We are grateful for
the opportunity to grow together in faith and community.

“TREE OF HEALING” E c u m e n i c a l  Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l
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“TREE OF HEALING” E c u m e n i c a l  Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l



Pastoral Care
To assist the pastor in providing pastoral care for
those hospitalized or homebound, please notify
the pastor of pending surgeries, overnight
hospital stays, or individuals who would like a
home visit.
Please call: 507-373-6496

Grace Prays
We are honored to pray with and for you. To keep
our list current, names (shared with permission)
remain for two weeks and may be renewed.
Please contact the office to add or remove a
name. Thank you.
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1.   Charles & Jeannie Anderson
2.   Scott & Jenni Hanna
3.  Ray & Carol Pedersen
4.  Gaylen Johnson
5.  Annette Besco
6.  Carol Kubat
7.   Eugene & Barbara Lysne
8.  Mary Hallum
9.  Myron & Patricia Levisen

10.   Norman & Barbara Seberson
11.   John & Beth Ruud, Brian & Adam
12.   Karen Wangen

Jasmine, Dustin, Courtney, Ciara, Ariana
& Chase

13.   Robert Toft
14.   Pam Wolters
15.   Steven Oman, Ajay & Cassandra
16.   Jay & Nicole Austinson

Hanna, Haley & Harper
17.   Michael Cottrell, Marisa & Dylan
18.   Brad & Michelle Jahnke

Camryn, Whitney & Jordan
19.   Joel & Teresa Matheson

Carly, Benjamin & Samuel
20.   Michael & Pamela Pleiss
21.   Sandy Fredrickson
22.   Roger & LaJean Bjorklund
23.  Gary & Jeannie Schindler
24.   Neil & Renae Sather
25.   Angela Bryand, Chase & Jayda
26.  Dale Bangert
27.   Mick & Becky Hanson
28.  Victor Avery
29.   Debbie Christensen
30.  Ross & Joyce Hansen
31.   Joel & Kristi Hantelman

Ian, Ferran & Paisley

Grace PraysGrace PraysGrace Prays

  (Remember to pray for our Grace family on these dates.)

Prayers of Healing
For those with new or ongoing health

diagnoses

Prayers for those Grieving
For the family and friends of Erik Seavey,

son of Barb & Steve Olson

Prayers for Safe Travels &
Growing Faith

Bless the youth and leaders on their journey.
 Keep them safe, deepen their faith,

 and guide them in all they do.

" In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works

and give glory to your Father in heaven."
~ Matthew 5:16



Study Opportunities
for Adults at Grace
We invite you to join any of our regular
Bible study groups at Grace Lutheran.

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
10:00-11:00 am
This study for women offers fellowship
and great discussion.

New members are always welcome!
Call the church office for more
information at 507-373-6496.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:30-8:30 am
Consider joining this group for an
opportunity for great discussion &
fellowship.

Grace WELCA Women’s Circles
Mary Circle meets every 1st Monday of
the month at 4:30 pm in the Fireside
Room.

Thank you to everyone who helped in June!
We’re grateful for all who volunteered. 

If you’re looking for a way to get involved,
there’s still time to sign up as a co-chair,
your support makes a real difference.

Pastoral Acts for June
Internment for Muriel Hoeg

Chairperson available

Annette Besco
JoAnn & Steven Bracker
Tammy & John Bryand

Sharon & Mark Christian
Becky & Mick Hanson

Jeannie & Scott Jackson
Amy & Jeffery Kelley
Jody & Brad Kirchner

Christma & Todd Lange
Kari Matson

Judy & Jim Munyer
Jean & Larry Nelson

Sandra Norby
Analynn & Scott Peterson

Linda Pierick
Jeanne & Gary Schindler

Jennifer Swenson
Erika & Eric Youlden

CommunityCommunityCommunity
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Caring and Sharing
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AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements
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Worship ScheduleWorship ScheduleWorship Schedule

Grace Lutheran Church
918 Garfield Avenue
Albert Lea, MN 56007

Phone: 507-373-6496
Email: office@gracealbertlea.org

Sunday Worship Service
Time: 9:00 am
Options: In person and online
Watch: Facebook (facebook.com/gracealbertlea)
Youtube (youtube.com/@gracealbertlea)

Outdoor Worship Service
Wednesdays at 6:30 (Now -August 26)
Will be held at Central Park *Bring a lawn chair*
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