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Make a Joyful Noise

Psalm 100:1 — "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!”
What does your joyful noise sound like?

Maybe it's a hymn you've sung so many times the words live in your bones.
Maybe it's the clatter of dishes after a potluck, or the hum of conversation that
spills out of the fellowship hall long after the coffee is gone. Maybe it's a child's
laugh echoing off the sanctuary walls at exactly the wrong moment and | think if
we are honest, sometimes their voices arrive at exactly the right moment.

Psalm 100 doesn't ask for a perfect noise. It asks for a joyful one.

Paying attention to this difference matters. Choirs hit wrong notes. Prayers
come out tangled. We show up tired, distracted, carrying more than we let on.
And still, God invites us to make noise. We are asked to bring whatever we have,
lift it up, and trust that it is enough. More than enough. It is worship.

This is, | think, one of the great gifts of community. We don't have to make our
noise alone. The shy voice is steadied by the strong one beside it. The grief that
has gone quiet finds itself surrounded by songs it had forgotten. The newcomer
learns the words by watching the person in the next pew mouth them with their
whole heart.

Together, our noise becomes something larger than any of us could produce
on our own. We aren’t singing a solo, we are a chorus, all the earth, raising our
voice in common praise.

So whatever your noise is — bring it. The off-key hymn, the quiet prayer, the
rattle of a walker, the cheerful chaos of children, the faithful presence of
someone who simply shows up.

It all counts. It all matters. It is all heard.
Make your joyful noise. We need every part of it.

Pastor Shane
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Deacon Jessie

A few weeks ago in Sunday School, we read a story from the book of Acts about the early
Christians. Specifically, we read this section from Acts 2:44-47:

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceedsto all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.”

I've been thinking a lot about this passage, especially as we approach Easter. Easter is a holiday
celebrating life and new birth. Jesus rises from the dead and is alive again! In the same way,
through our baptisms and our faith in the risen Christ, we enter into new life.

But while we hear the phrase “new life” all the time, | don't think we dwell in it long enough to truly
understand the implications of what this truly means.

This is where the apostles and the early Christions can shed some light. These were the first
people to believe in Christ as the crucified Messiah who, 3 days later, rose from the dead, and 40
days after that, ascended into Heaven. Many of these people knew Jesus and witnessed what
happened firsthand. From this passage, we see that new life is actually fairly simple: new life means
creating loving community. It means forming a group of those who love each other deeply, and
because of that love, we give to all who have need. So, if you had excess food, instead of saving it
for yourself, you'd give it away to someone who had none. If you had excess clothing and your
neighbor didn't have any, you'd share. All people’s needs were met because the community of
believers came together to ensure such a thing was possible. Their mindset changed: their world
was no longer about themselves, but about serving others. Instead of asking “What's in it for me?”,
these early Christians asked, “how can | be a better neighbor?” And their community flourished
because of it.

In this Easter season, | wonder if we can ask the same of ourselves and our own community.
What if the “new life” that Jesus calls us into is one where we create a community of reciprocity
rather than selfishness? It is tempting to read passages like Acts 2 and think of it as some far-
fetched idealistic world—something that could never happen today, right?! But | don't think it is as
far-fetched as we might think. | think our world is capable of such a change. We have the capacity
to care for our neighbor and share what we have. We are capable of thinking beyond our own
needs and extending a hand to others who do not have the resources we may have. Just like the
apostles, we are called to share all we have with a glad and generous heart.

Blessings as you explore your own call to new life this Easter season.
Deacon Jessie



Volunteers
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VOLUNTEERS

Thank you for sharing your time, talents, and caring
hearts with our church community.
Your willingness to serve makes a meaningful
difference and is a true blessing to so many. C

With sincere appreciation,
Grace Lutheran Church Council and Staff

Ny

»

- Altar Guild - Grace Foundation Inc.

- Bell Choir Members - Grace Notes Mailers

- Food for Backpack - Lesson Readers
Volunteers - Mission Life & Growth

- Bible Study Leaders - Mission Team

* Building and Grounds - Money Counters
Volunteers - Personnel Committee

- Caring and Sharing - Proofreaders

 Choir Members + Quilting Group

* Church Council Members - Soloists & Musicians

- Communion Servers - Sunday School Team

- Confirmation Small Group - Ushers
Leaders - Visitation Team

- Finance Committee - Youth Committee

And anyone who gives time to make Grace such a special place!
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Church Council Minutes ... .

March 10, 2026

Present at meeting:
Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp,
Doreen Pontow, Adele Rosnow, Jerry Dahl, JD
Carlson, Philip Lonneman, Cleo Moller, Jennifer Zoller

Opening Devotions (Philip Lonneman):
While daily headlines remind us of wars, conflict,
and unrest, in John 14:27, Jesus promises his peace
and commands us not to let our hearts be troubled
nor afraid. Peace of Christ means God's presence
even in troubling times. Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do
not be anxious about anything;” His spirit calms
anxiety, provides courage, and equips people to be
peacemakers. God's peace transcends
understanding and guards hearts and minds in
Christ. His love depends not on political agreements
or borders, but on His presence. Nothing can shake
His throne. The Prince of Peace reigns forever.

Open Forum: None

Approval of February Council Minutes

Motion made by: JD Carlson
Seconded by: Philip Lonneman
Approved

Approval of March Council Agenda

Motion made by: Jerry Dahl
Seconded by: Robert Jacobson
Approved

Financial Report (Pastor Shane for Dave Drommerhausen):

e $5,000 below budget as of the end of February

e $35,000 yet needed to meet Kitchen Remodel
Campaign goal

e Overall spending aligns with budget. Maintenance
and administration are slightly over due to one-
time/yearly purchases. Staff spending is
responsible.

e Recommendation to provide monthly heating cost
comparisons to prior year (month vs. prior month
vs. prior year) for transparency. Full comparison
spreadsheets can be made available, and a
quarterly Council review was proposed.

Motion made by: JD Carlson

Seconded by: Philip Lonneman
Approved

Food For Backpacks (Doreen Pontow for Dave Drommerhausen)

e The last shipments for 2025-26 school year has been
delivered and paid for

e Program received a generous donation from the
Albert,Lea Moose Lodge
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Kitchen Remodel & Fundraiser (Pastor Shane):

e Expected completion by Easter (April 5)
e Council toured the kitchen to view remodeling
progress
o Drywall work done; kitchen painted
o Recessed lights installed; many electric outlets
added
o Two serving windows consolidated to one wider,
taller opening
o Cabinets installed, drawers coming (made by
Steve Schulz); doors and drawers are soft-close
o Countertops are quartz; expected installation on
or about March 20
o Stovetop on site to be installed; hood installed
today
o Ice machine on site to be installed
o Refrigerator and coffee station will remain on
west wall 1
o Freezers will move to storage room on north wall
o Still searching for a large dining/eat-in table for
the kitchen
e A new air conditioning unit will serve the kitchen,
Youth Room, and Chapel
e Painting of the upstairs and downstairs hallways as
well as new flooring in downstairs hallways will take
place after Easter

Volunteer Appreciation:

e On Sunday, April 19, Council will serve cake in the
Chapel after worship.

e All who volunteer at Grace are invited and
encouraged to attend!

Reports:

Pastor Shane:

e Continuing to meet with the Tuesday Morning Bible
Study group, comparing religions

e “Council as Leaders” retreat in Austin on Saturday,
March 14. Council members encouraged to attend
with Doreen Pontow & JD Carlson.

e Grace keychains with link to Daily Reflection are
working again

e Technology (Aaron Bartz):

o Continuing to test system in the sanctuary that
was updated to better connect with bluetooth
hearing devices

o Continuing to explore storage/retention of Live
worship videos on Facebook

o Working on a new app for Grace; updates to
come

e Adult Forum:

o April 19: Mason Buendorf, about his trip to Greece,

Turkey, and the Holy Land
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Church Council Minutes ... .

Reports continued:

Deacon Jessie:

e Bingo & Silent Auction Fundraiser (March 6) was a
lot of fun and a successful fundraiser for the
Summer Youth Trip. Many thanks to those who
attended and to emcee Matt Moller and youth for
hosting Bingo.

e Lenten Soup Suppers going well; thanks to those
donating soups and desserts

e First Communion:

o Class on Palm Sunday (March 29)
o Receive First Communion on Maundy Thursday
(April 2)

e Easter Breakfast (April 5), hosted by youth going
on the Summer Trip

e Deacon will meet with Pastor Mary from First
Lutheran Church to discuss the possibility of a
combined Vacation Bible School this summer

e Summer Youth Trip is July 27-31 to Duluth and the
North Shore

o Service, outdoor, and group bonding activities
o Lodging will be at an Airbnb/retreat center
o Adult leaders needed

Altar Guild:
e Manual is being updated by Jane Madson and
Jenny Campos for ease of use.
¢ Volunteers needed. Time commitment is about 15
minutes before and after worship.

Building, Equipment & Grounds:
e None this month

Library:
¢ None this month

Mission Ministry:
e None this month

Scholarship Committee:
e Applications are currently available at Albert Lea
High School or on the Grace website
e Deadline is March 23; recipients will be decided by
April 6

e Last year's scholarship recipient checks have been

distributed

Sunday School:

e Averaging about five students a week

¢ Recent topics have been stories from Acts such as
Peter’s Healing, Lydia, Pentecost

e Sunday School kids will sing in Worship on Palm
sunday (March 29)

¢ Thanks expressed for leaders Christie Ness, Jess
Hatland, Avery Mauer, Axel Calderon

Ushers:
e None this month

Visitation:
¢ None this month

Youth Ministry:
e Escape Room in Rochester on Saturday, April 18

Roundtable:

e Thank you to Matt and Angela Moller and Duane
Lonneman for their generous donations of aprons
and wooden spoons for the Kitchen Remodel
fundraiser

e Congratulations to Matt and Angela Moller, voted
Citizens of the Year in Albert Lea

Prayers:

For Grace members dealing with health concerns
and recoveries; for safe travel and a good
experience for students and coaches participating
in state tournaments; for safe travel and a fun and
rejuvenating spring break for students and families;
for our country and its leaders, may they guide with
clear hearts, humble minds, and servant hearts.

Next meeting time and date: April 14, 2026, 6:30 pm

Adjournment: 7:16 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Zoller

Grace Lutheran Church Council Secretary

Commiittees:
Goal: Council member(s) will connect with committee(s) at Grace and bring quarterly reports to Council meetings

Altar Guild Doreen Pontow Scholarship Commiftes Deacon Jessie
Building, Equipment, & Grounds JO Carlson Sunday School Deacon Jessie
Library |[submitted report] Ushers |Jerry Dahl
Mission Ministry Gerry Vogt Visitation Pastor Shane & Doreen Ponlow
Music Adele Rosnow Youth Ministry Erica Samp & Jen Zoller
Personnel Commiftes |[only as needed]
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Grace Prays

Prayers of Healing

For Vince Tims
For Charlotte Elvebak

Praver for Easter and

2.

Beyond 5

Risen Lord, ‘51

You have led us through humility, certainty, 6‘
justice, and truth. 7'

You have taught us generosity, relationship, 8.
and to trust the unexpected. 0.

You have welcomed us to the table, carried us 10.
through the cross, and shown us resurrection. 11.
Now in the joy of Easter, send us forward beyond 12.
this season: 13.

to live with humble hearts, to seek justice and truth, 14.
15.

to give generously, welcome others to the table,
and to trust that even in the unexpected, Your new 16
life is still rising.

Help us carry the hope of the resurrection into every ]
day ahead. Amen. ]

Grace Prays

We are honored to pray with and for you. To keep
our list current, names (shared with permission)
remain for two weeks and may be renewed.
Please contact the office to add or remove a
name. Thank you.

Pastoral Care
To assist the pastor in providing pastoral care for
those hospitalized or homebound, please notify
the pastor of pending surgeries, overnight
hospital stays, or individuals who would like a
home visit.

Please call: 507—373—6496
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(Remember to pray for our Grace family on these dates.)

Viola Matson

Vince & Corrine Tims
Richard Kvenvold

Randy & Lori Tuchtenhagen
Jerry Meyer

Kevin & Christine Johnson
Fern Drescher

Gavin & Hannah Bolinger
Deanna Luedtke

Terry & Carol Perkins

Adam Sharpsteen & Olivia
Betty Stahl

Karen Wolff

Robert & Marion Bergemann

Jesse & Tara Stirling, Nora & Nolan
Greg & Pamela Henderson, Jessica & Joseph

17. Donnie & Angie Teeter, Drew
8.
9. Jean Bergo
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Ross & Shelly Peterson, Robert & Ryan

Dawn Walk

Dale & Paula Buendorf, Henry & Mason
Roxann Brue

Dorothy Field

Matthew & Nicole Johnson

Stuart & Christie Ness, Travis & David
David & Candace Pesch, Noah & Alexis
Shirley Olsen

Jennifer Roell & Aubree

Lisa Rippentrop

Melvin & Dawn Gilbertson, Ashley & Megan



Caring and Sharing
Chairperson: Jane Smith

Dorothy & Dale Baldwin
Mindy & JD Carlson
Cheryl & Paul Citurs

Linda Crom
Kittie Hanson
Kristine & Ken Hanson
Maureen & Bruce Haugsdal
Karen & Michael Hendrickson

Candace & David Pesch

Shelly & Ross Peterson

Debby & Michael Ryan

Tammy & Randy Senholtz
Shirlee & Terry Sigurdson
Sue Smith

Julia & Steve Thompson
Corrine & Vince Tims
Julie & Paul Tlamka

Mary Tufte
Mary Tuohy
Geraldine Veldman
Christine & Steven Vogt
Karen Wolff

Thank you to Doreen Pontow for chairing
Caring & Sharing in March. And thank you to
everyone who helped! We're grateful for all who
volunteered. If you're looking for a way to get
involved, there's still time to sign up as a
co-chair, your support makes a real difference.

Study Opportunities

for Adults at Grace

We invite you to join any of our regular
Bible study groups at Grace Lutheran.

Tuesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study
10:00-11:00 am

This study for women offers fellowship
and great discussion.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:30-8:30 am

Consider joining this group for an
opportunity for great discussion &
fellowship.

Grace WELCA Women's Circles

Mary Circle meets every 1st Monday of
the month at 4:30 pm in the Fireside
Room.

New members are always welcome!
Call the church office for more
information at 507-373-6496.

Needs you to
help serve our Church Family

Co-Chairs Needed:

May ¢ June * July - November °
December

Pastoral Act for March

None for March



Gifts of Love

Altar Guild

Palms Given In Memory Of.
Evelyn Wakefield given by Frank Wakefield

Communion Bread & Wine In Memory Of.
Mary Lou Jacobson given by Robert Jacobson

Backpack Food Program

In Memory Of.

Merilynn Linde given by Faith Ryan

Truman Thrond given by Faye Madson

Thayne Nordland given by Ross & Joyce Hansen

Gift Given By.
Dexter & Jan Henschel
Dale & Dorothy Baldwin

Grant Given By

Women of the Moose - Albert Lea
Women of the Moose - Faribault
Women of the Moose - Cloquet
Moose Lodge - Two Harbors
Moose Lodge - Cloquet

Moose Lodge - Ortonville

Moose Lodge - Aitkin

Moose Lodge - St. Cloud

Moose Lodge - Waite Park
Moose Lodge - Faribault

Duluth Softball Players Assn.

Don Gross Scholarship
Gift Given By.

Jeanne Lundak
Ecumenical Food Pantry

Gift Given By
Jeanne Lundak
Hazel Spiering

General Fund
Gift Given By.
Al & Pat Ahrends

Kitchen Remodeling Fund

In Memory Of.

Thayne Nordland given by Don & Melody Munden
Thayne Nordland given by Virginia Sorenson
Thayne Nordland given by Hazel Spiering
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Kitchen Remodeling Fund

In Memory Of.

Paul Field given by Dorothy Field
Jane Montei given by Sharon & Wayne Jahnke

Gift Given By.

Carroll & Mavis Hanson
Dexter & Janet Henschel
Randy & Lynn Stay

Dale & Dorothy Baldwin
Mitchell & Rebecca T. Hanson
Craig & Becky Loehr
Lowell & Barbara Peterson
Dell & June Claussen
Peggy & Cary Williamson
Rollin & Nancy Hoium
Sharon Jahnke

William & Sue Barber
Julie Groeneweg

Joe & Deb Attig

Joel Erickson

Robert & Marion Bergemann
Shirley Olsen

Jodi Walters

Amber Mattson

Ross & Joyce Hansen

Jim & Judy Munyer
Doreen Pontow

Mary Tufte

Margaret Olson (Sister)
Jane Smith

Stuart & Christie Ness
Jerry Meyer

Gary & Jeanne Schindler
Jernelle Baas

Marilyn Anderson

Dennis & Sandy Fredrickson
Jane Madson

Larry & Lanae Thorstad
Mary Koepke

Kenn & Gerri Breamer

Jen Zoller

Remember your coins for
‘ ' Sunday s n0|sy offering!




Gifts of Love

LOVE

Gift Given By.
Judean & Carol Thompson
Richard & Darlene Jordahl

Lindsey Loehr Diemer Scholarship

Gift Given By.
Craig & Becky Loehr

Martin Luther

In Memory, Of.
Thayne Nordland given by Dex & Jan Henschel

Gift Given By.
Albert Lea Lions Club
Richard & Darlene Jordahl

Memorials

In Memory, Of.

Truman Thrond given by Richard & Darlene
Jordahl

Gift Given By.
Norman & Barbara Seberson
Mary Harriman

Music Ministry
Gift Given By.
Mary Harriman

Parish Nurse
Gift Given By:
Mary Harriman

Fair Trade Coffee
We will be selling coffee before and é

immediately following worship service

FAIR TRADE

on Sunday, April 5, 2026. CERTIFIED

Prayer Garden

In Memory, Of.

Grandma Gladys Gulbrandson given by Eric
Gulbrandson & Michelle Thompson

Norris (Bud) Sigurdson on his 97" birthday given by
Beulah Sigurdson & family

Gift Given By.
Mary Harriman

Prayer Garden

Gift Given By.
Mary Harriman

Undesignated

Gift Given By.

Bryan & Sheila Calderon
Ed & Julie Groeneweg

World Hunger

Gift Given By.
Richard & Darlene Jordahl

Youth Ministry

Gift Given By.

Jerry Meyer

James & Judy Munyer
Fidelity Charitable

PLEASE NOTE that any additional "Gifts of Love"
recorded by the church office after March 16,
2026 will appear in the next issue. If you have
given a gift and your name has not been
recorded, please call 507-373-6496.
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Generosity at Grace

/ Year toDate

Average . . Giving vs
February Attendance Giving Expenses Expenses:
2026 in person was: $52,310.24 -$54,176.19 $97,099.20
112 per worship — $116,356.14
\ -$29,256.94 /
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= EASTER BRUNCH 2

The Grace Youth will be providing a
pancake & sausage breakfast on

summer’s youth trip.
y All are welcome!

. Thanks to the Brue family for providing
pancake mix and Vogt Distributing for
providing sausage!

j—

I with a free will donation benefltlng th|s

SUNDAY APRIL

THANKYOU
VOLUNTEERS

Join us in the chapel after the
worship service on
April 19" at 10 am
for cake and coffee, hosted by
our council members.

Find connection and encouragement
through life’s changes.

2nd Wind welcomes retirees,
widows, widowers, and divorcees.

A Thursda 9"‘ v
- (0 5:00 p.m ;‘

Adultorum Schedule

Fireside Room | 10:00 AM

April 12 M f Irf

W Religious Travel Through Greece,
W Turkey, & the Holy Land
el by Mason Buendorf

This to |
attend, but please :
brmg your own

money for lunch.

No late regustratlons accepted

- il - l‘.“- .
Saturday, April 18" |
©9:30 AM E

| Parking Lot

Mission Team

_—
Scan the QR code to sign




R Ry R R DLttt GELLE L L L L L L SEE LR LR R R R td
" ' ] 1 aoyoynpy  wd oc..m" " " !
' \ “ ys  wd OE1} jiApgisp ' " | oomuwoouows !
; — W [ 1 deugion ! UOIIBWIYUOD ' “ ! wnioganpy wo ool
' \ ..“. . - “ S210N 280019 WD ooum"mUEO 8%, wd 0E:Gy Apnis e1g1g i 1 |0o0U2s Appung WD .um_”c_"
" slﬁr\w“ \\3. > e, 1 Apmise|qig [ Jnoyo ieg wid po:! Buuiow “ s wid pgl “ diysmojia4 8800 WD 001,
' : 25 (3 SR “ Buiuiow A3 wip omﬂ“ 10yo ¥ mayd wd mnmumq_m" Aopsen| wp 0ol Bunaaw Jois WD 006 1 diysiopy wo oa"m"
. - Iy '
T AN " y 524 _ 2 ..
.vlllllll |||ll.-.Il,lllIIIlllII._.IIIIIIIIIIIII.-.IIIIIII|||lll.-.IlllIIIIllIII._.llllIllllllll.-.ll:ﬂsﬂ;ﬂ:ﬂnulzﬂnlIlll i
) ! 1 1 ! 1 1 pupt AjoH oyy 5 "Aexany ..Suuuauu .
" ] I ] nw_ . ] | " ‘a20949 U] |9AD4L sno|fyjey penPe )’
' ' “ | douo NPy wd 00 ! I R Y WG
' ] uonpuLpyuoD ' ' ag Aopung wib 0o:0L°
! . A looyos App
‘ “ | s wd 0Elyepnio 89, wdogor APMS eIl " avs wd ol " (ledoyo) uonbioaiddy :
. PESOfD ®LIOH PeSOID 9901 Apmis e ! souoies wdogg)  Bumow " W s | J9GIUNIOA WD 000
: pup Buipiing | Pup BulpINg | Buiuiow AlIDI WD 0EZy 10uo 3 Meuo wd sis-sviss Aopseny wo 00i0l URSSHNS SR 000 dysiom wo 00:6!
s " “ “ r " | jeunpnag senaisman () 7, '
- - - - - -l
".Illllllllllll...llllllllllllI._.lllllllllllll.".lllllllllln_ll%.“.lllllllllllll.".llllllllllll .". 1T =
' wooy edoosy | “ }  doyounpy wd oo:) BunesN _ 1 WniGinpY WD 00l
" JUanj yinoa ] 1 1 UonRRULIUOD ] . . . 1 " @C_u,lu..w_.___,__ s
X i _ toppI9 ;8% L wd cm“m“ URE LM om.m“ i done! ‘SPOSTUINOA WD SLOL
" " “ lvs  wid om”_“ oy jleg  wid opigr Apnis elalg y SRDARNW aoo.m “ |0oyos Appuns LD T
‘ pPeso|D a21J0, PasoID3dNYP0  Apnis eqig | g m-a-mw”m" Buwiow " s Wd 081 Gysmoyes seyon w0001,
' pup Buipjing “ pup Buipjing “ Buiuiopw AUp3 W Dm“m" Buind Wb goiBs Aopsan] wp 00:0l, Bunassw OIS WD 008 " dysiopy wn oaum"
' i .
' i N 1 1 T -1 '
: : : L. 3 - 0 e i
g Ny N —— ..I._l.-.llll - . ' !
:  foierstBoror oupRod | iy useso T ing QRIPRIN. g onunckisne | D oouos AopunsoN !
i ' appio | wd 0ot uB Bl WO 0E9 g SRR ——"1 diysiom wo 00:1L
: ! RN T 0055 anoyo e wdoog ! Apris ejqig ! ' : ;
' b aZl-u9 WnoA eoni9 ! we& WEnsi ! Pt U@ 1 - ) - diysiom wn 007!
] YD 3 Mayd wd Gli9-StiG uIwIow 1 198 WSl Vasiios anbiiiibs i A
adl | 1 ! HOD 8P| -11D4
! Pasold 33uj0! P8SOID BP0 Apmis sjaig 1 UolUNWWOD ! Aopsen] Wb 0001} Bunssiy Jj01S WD 006 hsopioesa ieises wo 0501y
' pub Buipjing pup Buipjing “ Buiwiow Ap3  wn om_n“ 15810 BUIOYL WD oo,_c_." y H L‘w ” !
' ! T - ! VR '
; h. ."' .“. IIIlll.".I.........IIIIIIIII._!..IIIII......IIIII.-.III...III ————a
e N e W '
1 Paso|3 adljo 1 peso|2 82130 pub Buiping “ :o_czsn_._,_h““.ﬁ H :o_uuzu_uu" “ “ " ]
] ] ! § H
! pup Buipyng " @“ Appsinyy " " “ . "
' diysiom Apunow wid gg:9; ' | '
! - " ' 1o npy wid oo: ' '
' diysiom " diysiom 1 Apnis ejaig ' : % AIGD 16 . &l “ " AdHM .
v IBIAIeIsDI wd 00:81 Appuypooo wd 00321} Buiuion A3 W g/} uni! 00 H : H XTOH :
] ! . . 1 ]
' 1
"""...-....'""..".'..."—r...-...'"""-""'..-....'.".."'"..-"r.-....'.""""'.-.-...""

1lVS (R NHL aam inl NOW NNS

V.

N - =%
- & 920¢ AL e
<= \\w? - 9 A e o

P \l......\\m\ /! < gl IJHI s \u\\ _4..“._, .'a. /&r

7 a4 NS V P
.x,..\.\ -t &« ! L
~ Y LN :
LS ;

7




Grace Lutheran Church ]
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Worship Schedule

Sunday Worship Service

Time: 9:00 am

Options: In person and online

Watch: Facebook (facebook.com/gracealbertlea)
Youtube (youtube.com/@gracealbertlea)
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Sunday School

Time: 10:00 am

Confirmation

Chew & Chat: Serving from 5:45-6:15 pm, Wednesdays
when there is confirmation class
7" & 8™ Grade: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm




	2026
	Grace Notes
	Volume 78, Issue 4
	Make a Joyful Noise
	Psalm 100:1 — "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!"
	What does your joyful noise sound like?
	Maybe it's a hymn you've sung so many times the words live in your bones. Maybe it's the clatter of dishes after a potluck, or the hum of conversation that spills out of the fellowship hall long after the coffee is gone. Maybe it's a child's laugh echoing off the sanctuary walls at exactly the wrong moment and I think if we are honest, sometimes their voices arrive at exactly the right moment.
	Psalm 100 doesn't ask for a perfect noise. It asks for a joyful one.
	Paying attention to this difference matters. Choirs hit wrong notes. Prayers come out tangled. We show up tired, distracted, carrying more than we let on. And still, God invites us to make noise. We are asked to bring whatever we have, lift it up, and trust that it is enough. More than enough. It is worship.
	This is, I think, one of the great gifts of community. We don't have to make our noise alone. The shy voice is steadied by the strong one beside it. The grief that has gone quiet finds itself surrounded by songs it had forgotten. The newcomer learns the words by watching the person in the next pew mouth them with their whole heart.
	Together, our noise becomes something larger than any of us could produce on our own. We aren’t singing a solo, we are a chorus, all the earth, raising our voice in common praise.
	So whatever your noise is — bring it. The off-key hymn, the quiet prayer, the rattle of a walker, the cheerful chaos of children, the faithful presence of someone who simply shows up.

	It all counts. It all matters. It is all heard.
	Make your joyful noise. We need every part of it.
	Pastor Shane
	Lead Pastor Shane Koepke
	Deacon Jessie Camp
	Financial Director Marsha Smith
	Music Director/IT Aaron Bartz
	Office Manager Deb Attig
	Building Supervisor Darin LaFrance
	Office Hours Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2 pm 507-373-6496
	Worship Services Sunday Morning 9:00 am



	Deacon Jessie
	Volunteers
	Church Council Minutes
	March 10, 2026
	Present at meeting:
	Pastor Shane Koepke, Deacon Jessie Camp, Doreen Pontow, Adele Rosnow, Jerry Dahl, JD Carlson, Philip Lonneman, Cleo Moller, Jennifer Zoller
	Opening Devotions (Philip Lonneman):
	While daily headlines remind us of wars, conflict, and unrest, in John 14:27, Jesus promises his peace and commands us not to let our hearts be troubled nor afraid. Peace of Christ means God's presence even in troubling times. Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything;” His spirit calms anxiety, provides courage, and equips people to be peacemakers. God's peace transcends understanding and guards hearts and minds in Christ. His love depends not on political agreements or borders, but on His presence. Nothing can shake His throne. The Prince of Peace reigns forever.

	Open Forum:
	None

	Approval of February Council Minutes
	Motion made by: JD Carlson Seconded by: Philip Lonneman Approved

	Approval of March Council Agenda
	Motion made by: Jerry Dahl Seconded by: Robert Jacobson Approved

	Financial Report                                                                                 :
	$5,000 below budget as of the end of February
	$35,000 yet needed to meet Kitchen Remodel Campaign goal
	Overall spending aligns with budget. Maintenance and administration are slightly over due to one-time/yearly purchases. Staff spending is responsible.
	Recommendation to provide monthly heating cost comparisons to prior year (month vs. prior month vs. prior year) for transparency. Full comparison spreadsheets can be made available, and a quarterly Council review was proposed.
	Motion made by: JD Carlson Seconded by: Philip Lonneman Approved

	Food For Backpacks                                                                            :
	The last shipments for 2025-26 school year has been delivered and paid for
	Program received a generous donation from the Albert Lea Moose Lodge
	Kitchen Remodel & Fundraiser (Pastor Shane):
	Expected completion by Easter (April 5)
	Council toured the kitchen to view remodeling progress
	Drywall work done; kitchen painted
	Recessed lights installed; many electric outlets added
	Two serving windows consolidated to one wider, taller opening
	Cabinets installed, drawers coming (made by Steve Schulz); doors and drawers are soft-close
	Countertops are quartz; expected installation on or about March 20
	Stovetop on site to be installed; hood installed today
	Ice machine on site to be installed
	Refrigerator and coffee station will remain on west wall 1
	Freezers will move to storage room on north wall
	Still searching for a large dining/eat-in table for the kitchen
	A new air conditioning unit will serve the kitchen, Youth Room, and Chapel
	Painting of the upstairs and downstairs hallways as well as new flooring in downstairs hallways will take place after Easter

	Volunteer Appreciation:
	On Sunday, April 19, Council will serve cake in the Chapel after worship.
	All who volunteer at Grace are invited and encouraged to attend!

	Reports:
	Pastor Shane:
	Continuing to meet with the Tuesday Morning Bible Study group, comparing religions
	“Council as Leaders” retreat in Austin on Saturday, March 14. Council members encouraged to attend with Doreen Pontow & JD Carlson.
	Grace keychains with link to Daily Reflection are working again
	Technology (Aaron Bartz):
	Continuing to test system in the sanctuary that was updated to better connect with bluetooth hearing devices
	Continuing to explore storage/retention of Live worship videos on Facebook
	Working on a new app for Grace; updates to come
	Adult Forum:
	April 19: Mason Buendorf, about his trip to Greece, Turkey, and the Holy Land
	(Pastor Shane for Dave Drommerhausen)



	Church Council Minutes
	Reports continued:
	Deacon Jessie:
	Bingo & Silent Auction Fundraiser (March 6) was a lot of fun and a successful fundraiser for the Summer Youth Trip. Many thanks to those who attended and to emcee Matt Moller and youth for hosting Bingo.
	Lenten Soup Suppers going well; thanks to those donating soups and desserts
	First Communion:
	Class on Palm Sunday (March 29)
	Receive First Communion on Maundy Thursday (April 2)
	Easter Breakfast (April 5), hosted by youth going on the Summer Trip
	Deacon will meet with Pastor Mary from First Lutheran Church to discuss the possibility of a combined Vacation Bible School this summer
	Summer Youth Trip is July 27-31 to Duluth and the North Shore
	Service, outdoor, and group bonding activities
	Lodging will be at an Airbnb/retreat center
	Adult leaders needed

	Altar Guild:
	Manual is being updated by Jane Madson and Jenny Campos for ease of use.
	Volunteers needed. Time commitment is about 15 minutes before and after worship.

	Building, Equipment & Grounds:
	None this month

	Library:
	None this month

	Mission MInistry:
	None this month

	Scholarship Committee:
	Applications are currently available at Albert Lea High School or on the Grace website
	Deadline is March 23; recipients will be decided by April 6
	Last year’s scholarship recipient checks have been distributed

	Sunday School:
	Averaging about five students a week
	Recent topics have been stories from Acts such as Peter’s Healing, Lydia, Pentecost
	Sunday School kids will sing in Worship on Palm Sunday (March 29)
	Thanks expressed for leaders Christie Ness, Jess Hatland, Avery Mauer, Axel Calderon

	Ushers:
	None this month

	Visitation:
	None this month

	Youth Ministry:
	Escape Room in Rochester on Saturday, April 18
	Roundtable:
	Thank you to Matt and Angela Moller and Duane Lonneman for their generous donations of aprons and wooden spoons for the Kitchen Remodel fundraiser
	Congratulations to Matt and Angela Moller, voted Citizens of the Year in Albert Lea

	Prayers:
	For Grace members dealing with health concerns and recoveries; for safe travel and a good experience for students and coaches participating in state tournaments; for safe travel and a fun and rejuvenating spring break for students and families; for our country and its leaders, may they guide with clear hearts, humble minds, and servant hearts.
	Next meeting time and date: April 14, 2026, 6:30 pm
	Adjournment: 7:16 pm
	Respectfully submitted, Jennifer Zoller Grace Lutheran Church Council Secretary
	Committees: Goal: Council member(s) will connect with committee(s) at Grace and bring quarterly reports to Council meetings



	Grace Prays
	Prayers of Healing
	For  Vince Tims For Charlotte Elvebak
	Prayer for Easter and Beyond Risen Lord,
	You have led us through humility, certainty, justice, and truth.
	You have taught us generosity, relationship,  and to trust the unexpected.
	You have welcomed us to the table, carried us through the cross, and shown us resurrection.
	Now in the joy of Easter, send us forward beyond this season:  to live with humble hearts, to seek justice and truth,  to give generously, welcome others to the table,  and to trust that even in the unexpected, Your new life is still rising. Help us carry the hope of the resurrection into every day ahead. Amen.
	Viola Matson
	Vince & Corrine Tims
	Richard Kvenvold
	Randy & Lori Tuchtenhagen
	Jerry Meyer
	Kevin & Christine Johnson
	Fern Drescher
	Gavin & Hannah Bolinger
	Deanna Luedtke
	Terry & Carol Perkins
	Adam Sharpsteen & Olivia
	Betty Stahl
	Karen Wolff
	Robert & Marion Bergemann
	Jesse & Tara Stirling, Nora & Nolan
	Greg & Pamela Henderson, Jessica & Joseph
	Donnie & Angie Teeter, Drew
	Ross & Shelly Peterson, Robert & Ryan
	Jean Bergo
	Dawn Walk
	Dale & Paula Buendorf, Henry & Mason
	Roxann Brue
	Dorothy Field
	Matthew & Nicole Johnson
	Stuart & Christie Ness, Travis & David
	David & Candace Pesch, Noah & Alexis
	Shirley Olsen
	Jennifer Roell & Aubree
	Lisa Rippentrop
	Melvin & Dawn Gilbertson, Ashley & Megan
	Grace Prays We are honored to pray with and for you. To keep our list current, names (shared with permission) remain for two weeks and may be renewed. Please contact the office to add or remove a name. Thank you.
	Pastoral Care To assist the pastor in providing pastoral care for those hospitalized or homebound, please notify the pastor of pending surgeries, overnight hospital stays, or individuals who would like a home visit. Please call: 507-373-6496



	Community
	Caring and Sharing
	Chairperson: Jane Smith

	Study Opportunities
	for Adults at Grace
	Pastoral Act for March



	Gifts of Love
	Altar Guild
	Backpack Food Program
	Don Gross Scholarship
	Ecumenical Food Pantry
	General Fund
	Kitchen Remodeling Fund
	Kitchen Remodeling Fund
	Remember your coins for Sunday’s noisy offering!

	Gifts of Love
	LOVE
	Lindsey Loehr Diemer Scholarship
	Martin Luther
	Memorials
	Prayer Garden
	Prayer Garden
	Undesignated
	World Hunger
	Youth Ministry
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